
To: Smidinger, Betsy[Smidinger.Betsy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Murray, Biii[Murray.Bill@epa.gov] 
From: Vranka, Joe 
Sent: Wed 9/27/2017 7:08:01 PM 
Subject: RE: Significant News Article - "After 34 years, EPA not sure whether Butte residents are 
exposed to heavy metal contamination:- Montana Standard 

Hi, Betsy: 

Residential and non-residential areas within Westside Soils OU13 have not been fully 
characterized or evaluated to determine what type of cleanup might be warranted. As questions 
or concerns in these areas are brought to the attention of EPA, the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality, or Butte-Silver Bow County, however, the agencies work together to 
provide information on steps residents can take to protect themselves from contaminants and 
minimize their exposure to environmental contamination. The county can also provide 
assessment and testing. In cases where there is no identified potentially responsible party, 
however, any cleanup other than that performed by the property owner must wait for an 
investigation and a remedy decision (Record of Decision). If contaminants are found at levels 
that would constitute an immediate threat to public health, however, EPA has the ability to take 
earlier emergency or time-critical removal/response actions. 

Some work has been performed in Westside Soils to spatially locate every waste dump and get 
that information into a GIS system. Many dumps have been sampled, including Atlantic 
Richfield Company sampling of the waste dumps they own. There are significant differences in 
the mineralogy of the ores mined in the outlying areas versus the mines and mills within the city 
of Butte (higher manganese and lower lead and arsenic in the Westside Soils area). 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if you need additional information to respond to 
Mr. Kelly. 

Thank you, 

Joe 
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From: Kelly, Albert 
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 12:41 PM 
To: Smidinger, Betsy <Smidinger.Betsy@epa.gov>; Vranka, Joe <vranka.joe@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Significant News Article - "After 34 years, EPA not sure whether Butte residents 
are exposed to heavy metal contamination: - Montana Standard 

Still need confirmation that all residential areas in OU 13 have been remediated. 

Sent from my iPad 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mutter, Andrew" 
Date: September 27, 2017 at 10:09:42 AM CDT 
To:R8SLT 

"Ostendorf, Jody" 
"Guerra, Valeria" 

"Bowman, Liz" 
Subject: Significant News Article- "After 34 years, EPA not sure whether Butte 
residents are exposed to heavy metal contamination: - Montana Standard 

After 34 years, EPA not sure whether Butte residents are exposed to heavy metal 
contamination 
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Best regards, 

Andrew 

Andrew Mutter 

Director, Office of Communication and Public Involvement 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 (Denver, CO) 

Office: 303.312.6448 

Cell: 720.520.3047 
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